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How to use RSS readers

What is an RSS reader?

RSS readers, also known as feed readers, feed aggregators, news readers and search aggregators,
generally come in the form of client software or Web applications that “aggregate syndicated web
content such as news headlines, blogs, podcasts, and vlogs in a single location for easy viewing.” *

While socialbookmarking tools (such as del.icio.us or ‘“ﬁ
StumbleUpon), allow you to index your favorite blogs and other u netv]_bes
sites, an RSS reader will automatically pull new content from (re)mix the web

those sites and enable you to read that content in one place.

Popular and easy to use web-based RSS readers

- Netvibes GO Ogle

o Google Reader

- Bloglines

- My Yahoo! B'l 'l'

o Rojo_com og lnes
- Fastladder

* Wikipedia M‘YAHOO-’ ®I
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Benefits of using an RSS feader

- Pool content from your
preferred sources in one place, Setic. i
rather than visiting dozens of — e comtn et
individuals sites : oo |

D s comteme a | e | [ Segm tn

Websate

. Social media (blogs,
vlogs, etc.)

- News

ToDalht

] by e
* FewTalo

. Email accounts

I rscebonsk

Fiscebarok b & sncial utibly that coanedts ysu weh
Ehe peaple around oo

- Other pertinent
information (weather,

oo chih bk 1 e 2 ving Fiipbenh g6t vl

calendar, multimedia, N— _/
widgets)
= Quickly see what new content Sample of a Netvibes homepage
has been posted to the sites featuring basic ‘dashboard’ content such as news,

you're tracking weather, emails, search and Facebook updates.

- Evade online advertising

All elements of your RSS reader are customizable and
can be pulled from the sources of your choice.
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Getti ng Started ] A. Fine Blog Rename & Change folders. -
http://afine2. wordpress. com/feed/ Nonprofits
° Choose your RSS reader [ AN Gity Rename & Change folders -
http:/feeds villagevoice corm/blogs/straetculture Grafiti
[ Avian Flu Diary Rename g Change folders -
e Preference depends on hitp:fafludiary blogspot. comifeadspostsfdefaul Pandamiz Fin
- [ Digital Influence Mapping Project Rename g Change folders -
interface, features and I —— o e
fu nCtlonS, and brand . (You Oom D.ocmne . Rename jug Grafiit
http:/#feeds feadburner. carm/illdoctrine Hip Hop
can always switch later.) O Logic+Emotion Renams B | Nomes
hitp://darmano.typepad. com/logic_emotion/atam. xml Pandernic Flu
[ Media Guerrilla Rename & ¥ Soctal Media
® AII RSS readers WI“ prOVIde hitp: /. muerilla. com/media_guerrillafatom. kml Heifolda

instructions and/or tutorials to help
you set up and add feeds to your
reader

Google Reader
Sort your subscriptions (feeds) by folder

- After you set up your account, add
your feeds (built-in modules or RSS
feeds you grab from other sites)

- Import your existing browser
bookmarks to save time UL | savetheworld (36) - | . ” g ”
- Get organized: i
- Categorize your feeds NetVIbeS
(through tagging, labeling or Sort your feeds by “tabs

folders)

- Arrange your modules to
your liking
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Components of an RSS reader (Netvibes sample)

Add content |

Tabs/Categories

* THE MEEDI CASES)
Maother Loses Her Way
THE MEEDIEST CASES; Defending Rights, He Said He WWas
Marked to Die

Meediest Cases Fund-Raising Totals

WORLD BRIEFING | 4514, Polio Fight Gets $200 Milion
Injection

Hatkers Cracked Charities’ Addresses and Passwords
Starking & Mew Chapter After Foundation Jobs End
EDITORIAL; One 'Way to Help

A Daughter Dies Suddenly, and 3

Social Networking Tip #2: Establish A Routine and
Stick To It

Flicky Photo by Mission Control I've been doing research Far
an article I'm writing for TechSoup,..

Search Engine Optimization Gurus: I need your
help!

File this in the categaory of no good deed goes unpurished.
Remember that Fundraising. .

Creative Commons Licensed Music for Your Yideos
Mathan Ketsdever dropped & comment in the
YouTube and viral Yideo with lots of examples..
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Raising Money from Online Activists
twthat Social Metwork Demographics Mean for You

Motes Fram Care2fOneWorld/Interaction Fundraising
Seminar

A Procrastinator's Guide to Year-End Fundraising
IMySpace.com; A Place For Donars?

Five Tips For Online Fundraisers From a Direct Mail
Dinosaur

CareZ Helps in Law of the Sea Win

Cid the Red Cross Board Do the Right Thing? [2]
Judges Becoming Cuasi-Philanthropists [1]

Where Are India's Big Donors? [1]

An Insidet's Perspective on Family Foundations [1]
Why Support Is Mounting For Government ko Require
Endowments to Spend More [3]

Tailets Should Be Aid Priority For 2008

Iz Charity Mavigator the National Enquirer’ of Watchdog
Groups? f‘i

E we don't have the means to rise above and
keep waiting, waiting on the world to

Modules
Populated with feeds. You can easily move & customize modules.

‘what to Get Cousin Cal? A Good Card)
Taking an Axe to the Dove: A Cautional
Good advice in & fundraiser's story
Aquadots and Sl Spills: "Packaging” yo
hgliday

Updated Content

From each source.
New content is shown in
bold, content that ha
been read is gray.

13 Secrets of Holiday Fundraising Cnling
Craig’s List: Marketing rules to live by
‘What do you think about Robin Hood?

FORTRAITS OF POWER
Congratulations are in order
Aftica,., Here T Come

Building a Community, Part [A: Great presentation

Biplyaris coy Il be traveling with the IRC to Africa For bwo
MetH; Sur .
o s Want wesks starting just after Thanksgiving, I'm
traveling with our CTO, David Goodman and
depending on access, we'l be blogging and
twittering away., Il post much right on this
special blog I set up and og
This Blog has we'll only be able to send
Al the Intersecoon of Love and Uesony
Do 'fou Think the Queen Winced?
Gettin’' Down in the High Desert
Big Sky, Bold Ideas and a trip ko the Med

Previews of Content
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Browse content b4
Adding new feeds
- Your RSS reader will provide widgets and feeds for Widge e Linreerses
popular sources of information, such as a calendar or to-
do list feature, news, and feeds to your email account. Fes
My Feeds
- You can easily add feeds from other sources, too. e eiued (e
- Feeds will automatically populate content in your reader. Feed Directory
Basic widgets
Weather
Browse content o 8, In my page Wiebnote
« To Do List
< () Add a FED [l Add afeed or a module to your page: (help) Bl slendar
A A Bookmarks
Widgets Universes Link: |blog.o Add I penar
blog. ogikwwpr . com h Cormmunication
Feeds o
o E-mail wizard
My Feeds If wou have an OPML file, wou can import it in Metvibes, J PopMail
£ 5 Blogs Before Lunch | [ Browse.. | Import | ' w7 Yahoo! Mail
& Agenda Inc. LiveFeed |:| 8dd all Feeds ko new kabs ! M Gmail
naot recommended For large OPML files A § Hotrai
Al City ' W Hotmai
T T O =" 0= TIr== ifl=ulemA F= | i T T = ER - " Lol mall
W JMac Mail
P Meebo
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Reading content in your RSS reader

Dinasaur
b CareZ Helps in Law of the Sea Win

Give and Take

Did the Red Cross Board Do the Right Thing? [2]

Judges Becoming Quasi-Philanthropists [1]

Where Are India's Big Donors? [1]

An Insider's Perspective on Family Foundations [1]

Why Support Is Maunting For Government to Require
Endowments to Spend Mare [3

Toilets Should Be Aid Priority For 2003

Is Charity Navigator the Mational Enquirer’ of YWatchdog
Groups? \ES]

b, just Feel like we don't have the means to rise above and
beat it, S0 we keep waiting, waiting on the world ko
change

Scan Titles

npMarketing Blog > [ Edit %

PORTRALTS OF POWER

Congratulations are in order

&frica... Here I Come

Building a Community, Park 14 Great presentation
Drvolver is oo
MetHope Sur
5o You Wank

Tl be kraveling with the IRC ta Africa for bwa
weeks starting just after Thanksgiving. I'm
traveling with our CTO, David Goodman and
depending on access, we'll be blogging and

B Uiy bwitkering away, I'll post much right on this
special blog I set up and on bwitter, Because

This Blog has we'll only be able ko send SM5...

At the InterssCnion or Love and Lestny

Do ou Think the Queen Winced?

Gettin' Down in the High Desert

Big Sky, Bold Ideas and a trip to the Medicine Wheel

Preview Content

e Check your RSS reader regularly for new content

e Consider making it your browser homepage

< Look for a mobile application for your reader
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O PORTEALTS OF POWER
| tomyratulations are i order
[ Adrica.. Hewe [ e

[ usdedg a Community, Part 14: Grest
procertation

[ Ovebver s ol aned sy,

[ %o You Wiant to Work I Non-profit
Lo

3 1R Rpcrutment Vides
) It's Do Action Dy (better late than
s | abuins 5]
1 & Tiny D& More dbowt outube
1 VouTubs hongroft Progrs - our
g
Keepin On, Eeepin On

kg a Commrity, Fart 1: Wity
Rolbm?

[ 12 Keys ta Working with aPra

3 Building

onmnunity, Part 14 Great presentation

Mare, Mo 01, 007 (55000 GMT

Wa're in full an research and develupment mods (read past T) and T ran across

View Posts

Individually
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